470
The wear of GarricKs face.        [A.D.
' He had come down one morning to the breakfast-r and been a considerable time by himself before any 1 appeared. When, on a subsequent day, he was twitte Mrs. Thrale for being very late, which he generally wa defended himself by alluding to the extraordinary mor: when he had been too early. " Madam, I do not lil come down to vacuity" '
' Dr. Burney having remarked that Mr. Garrick wa: ginning to look old, he said, " Why, Sir, you are nc wonder at that; no man's face has had more wear tear1.'"
,  /
ing it remarked that it was very difficult, he said, " I would it had impossible."' Yet he had once bought a flageolet, though hi never made out a tune. ' Had I learnt to fiddle,' he said,' I s' have done nothing else' (fast, April 7, 1778, and Boswell's Hel Oct. 15,1773). Not six months before his death he asked Dr. B to teach him the scale of music (ante, ii. 302, note 4). That' \ peared fond of the bagpipe, and used often to stand for some with his ear close to the great drone' (Boswell's Hebrides, Oc does not tell for much either way. In his Hebrides (Works, i: he shews his pleasure in singing. 'After supper,' he writes, 't dies sung Erse songs, to which I listened, as an English audier an Italian opera, delighted with the sound of words which I di understand.' Boswell records (Hebrides, Sept. 28) that another lady 'pleased him much, by singing Erse songs, and playing o guitar.' Johnson himself shews that if his ear was dull to mu was by no means dead to sound. He thus describes a journ night in the Highlands ( Works, ix. 155):—'The wind was lou rain was heavy, and the whistling of the blast, the fall of the sh the rush of the cataracts, and the roar of the torrent, made a i chorus of the rough music of nature than it had ever been my c to hear before.' In 1783, when he was in his seventy-fourth ye said, on hearing the music of a funeral procession :—' This is th time that I have ever been affected by musical sounds.' See 1780, in Mr. Langton's Collection.
1 Miss Burney, in 1778, records that he said :—' David, Madam, much older than he is; for his face has had double the business < other man's; it is never at rest; when he speaks one minute, 1 quite a different countenance to what he assumes the next; I believe he ever kept the same look for half-an-hour together whole course of his life; and such an eternal, restless, fatiguinjght that music was positive pain to him. Upon his hear-ing a celebrated performer go through a hard composition, and hear-
